








The back of the Wright House shows details of the exterior craftsmanship, °

such as the brickwork and various shapes of windows.



CHOOSING A LOCATION

The show house committee considered several properties for
the project, but the Wright House was a standout. The Federal-
style, brick mansion on a hill overlooking a busy street has signifi-
cant visual appeal outside and in, and a connection to the com-
munity through the Wright family, who lived there through the
early 1970s.

The house has eight bedrooms; six full baths and three half-
baths; a library; a study; a sizable kitchen and butler's pantry; a
large formal living room and a standout formal dining room with
a floor-to-ceiling three-part bow window that looks onto a sunken
garden with a fountain. There are also numerous gardens and a
veranda in back of the house.

The Wright House came with a few challenges, however. First,
itisn't located in downtown Keene, so isn't within walking distance
of the central shopping area. Second, the home was occupied by
owners David and Kari Richardson and their five children (they
have a sixth child in college). The Richardsons would have to move
out for months for the project to take place. But when the com-
mittee approached the Richardsons, Kari says, the family wanted

The sun porch (left) as designed by Lauren

Walier allows for al fresco dining with views

of the gardens in back of the house.

Trikeenan Tileworks gave the back-yard
fountain (above) a new look by installing

colorful, small tiles in the base and inner rim.

to participate. “This house is part of the community,” she says. “It's
our responsibility to share it."

The Richardsons, who moved to Keene from California about
five years ago, had shared informally by hosting teenage get-
togethers and so forth, but the family was excited by the idea of
having more people see the house on an official basis.

As it turned out, the project became a win-win situation. The
Richardsons moved out for six months and stayed with a family
in a nearby town, so the fundraiser could take place. When they
returned, their home had received lots of TLC—fresh paint, skim
coating, tile and wallpaper.

DESIGNERS NEAR AND FAR

After receiving the Richardsons’ cooperation with the project,
the show house committee started a jurying process involving
numerous designers throughout New England. Designers were
invited to visit the house and submit a proposal for a room, keep-
ing in mind the architecture of the house and the time period. The
Friends of the Colonial Theatre also invited landscape architects to

participate, as well as local artists from whom the designers could
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Decorative painter Lorraine Casinghino added faux straw matting to
the floor of the servant’s hallway, stenciled the walls and hand-painted
372 birds.

choose pieces for their rooms. And the committee produced a
local resource guide to encourage designers to draw from local
merchants and business.

In all, about twenty areas of the house were offered as can-
vases on which designers could demonstrate their skill. Designers
had the chance to submit proposals for areas as modest as the
mudroom or as grand as the dining room. The gardens and porch
were also part of the project.

Those chosen hailed from as far as Royalston, Massachusetts,
and York, Maine, to as local as Keene and nearby Marlborough
and Dublin. After the designers were selected, they had ten weeks
to get the house ready for opening to the public. Some design-
ers ended up taking on more than one space. Ann Henderson of
Ann Henderson Interiors in Keene, for example, did the kitchen
and the living room. And at least three designers or contractors
contributed to the kitchen, including Kristen and Stephen Powers
of Trikeenan Tileworks in Keene and Rich Holschuh of Concrete
Detail in Brattleboro, Vermont.

In addition to staying within the time period and overall spirit of
the house, designers were instructed to remember that they were
creating livable designs for a family. That's what Henderson did for
the formalliving room, which has ablue ceiling with white-and-cream
paneling. The “great natural light” set the tone for Henderson'’s color
palette—neutrals with splashes of color thrown in. “It's a mixture;

there is formality, but it’s also happy and playful,” she says.

continued on page 56
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In the first floor hall, dark traditional pieces
contrast with the bold wall coloring to
create a strong graphical look, as developed

by Sterling & Knight.




In the butler’s pantry, the original cabinetry was painted rather than

replaced. Black-and-white serving pieces create visual interest behind

the cabinets’' glass doors.

WHEN YOUR HOUSE BECOMES A SHOW HOUSE

The process of watching the family home become a designer
showcase was both exciting and nerve-wracking for Kari
Richardson of Keene. Kari, her husband David and their
five children (a sixth is in college now) vacated the historic
Wright House in Keene for six months so that the Friends
of the Colonial Theatre could use the property as a fund-

TAISINE VETIUE.

With a family this size—including a six-vear-old, a nine-
vear-old and three teenagers—this was no small undertaking.
Luckily, the Richardsons had a place to stay, with Bill and
Peggy Heyman, who volunteered to share their Marlborough
home. “They’ve been so kind and accommodating,” says
Kari, who adds that getting to know their hosts was one of

the most enriching aspects of the project.

The fnished house is “beautiful and amazing,” Kari says,
adding that she is curious to see how the old family furniture

will look along with the new wallpaper and paint.

Much as she and her family were ready to return to their own
home, there were regrets, too. They will miss the Heymans
and the excitement. “It was kind of bittersweet,” Kari says. “I
didn’t realize it would all be so emotional.”

In anv case, although the experience was “quite a ride,” Kari
doesn’t have any regrets about opening the home for the
project. “It would be really silly to have that beautiful house

and not share it.”
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Master bedroom and bath
designers from Withington
Auction House used the unusual
eggplant-and-cream Delft tiles
framing the fireplace (inset)

as inspiration for the colors
throughout the rooms. At right,

a separated Duncan Phyfe sofa
provides a harmonized headboard

and bench for a master bed.

continued from page 54

Designers Anita and Russell Brandwein of Olive Kids in
Marlborough definitely had kids in mind when doing the two chil-
dren’s rooms on the second floor. The girl's room featured a sea
motif with mermaids, and the boy’s room had a space theme with
rockets and planets.

One of the most surprising areas in the house is the servant’s
hallway on the second floor. Lorraine Casinghino of Days Gone
By Interiors in Royalston, Massachusetts, tackled this somewhat
daunting area. Citing her inspiration from the border and scroll
painting she specializes in, and basing the design for the Wright
House hall on a particular 1820 fresco in a house in Connecticut,
Casinghino combined stenciling and painting into a diamond pat-
tern that included 372 birds, drawn freehand in about six weeks.
She also painted a realistic looking straw “mat” down the forty-
four-foot-long hallway.

One of the show-house showstoppers was the dining room,
where the garden view commands attention. Sue Erickson Bartlett
and Julia Elizabeth Dias of Bartlett Design Associates in Concord

used classic cherry and mahogany furniture with rich fabrics to
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set off the elegance of the room. From the table, guests can see
the fountain in the middle of the sunken garden, the inner rim of
which features small, colorful tile from Trikeenan.

One of the other striking elements in the house was the main
hallway, where Cathy Bosworth of Sterling & Knight in Keene cre-
ated a graphic, flocked wallpaper with giant paisley designs based
on a 1700s motif. She also did another wallpaper with black-and-
white birch trunks heading up the stairwell.

THE SUM OF THE PARTS
On the whole the house harmonized well, even though twenty-
odd designers were working on it separately, simultaneously and
occasionally in a state of frenzy. “You were never assaulted when
you went from room to room,” Burke Kidder says. “The flow went
so beautifully. It felt like the home that it is.”

The show house received a warm reception from the public,
she says, adding that the first week was slower than the second,
and drew visitors from as far away as Maine and Massachusetts.

Those were people who tend to go to lots of show houses, Burke



A space theme for a boy's room (top left) and
a mermaid theme for a girl’s (bottom left)
were put together by Olive Kids. Above,

a bedroom for a teen designed by Helen
Principio Interior Design features dark woods
and blues, including a blue faux-suede wall

treatment by Cathy Friel.

S

Anne Cowenhoven of Accent &

/The'guest bedroom, by
Design, uses tones of soft brown,

cream and sepia to create a

serene atmosphere.
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Kidder continues, adding that two designers from Maine told her,
“We've seen a lot of show houses, and this one ranks right up there
at the top.’ | was delighted by that comment,” she says.

The second week had more local traffic. “Once people had come
here, word spread like wildfire,” Burke Kidder says. This was a new
experience for many people, she believes, adding that this was the
first show house in southwestern New Hampshire to her knowl-
edge. For that reason, the show house committee decided to keep
the home open an additional week.

So as the Richardsons prepared to move back in, Kari reported
mixed feelings. While she and her family understandably wanted to
get back to their regular lives, “| was shocked at how beautiful the
house looked,” she says. “And | will be sad to see everything go.”

Still, she and anyone else who had the chance to see the prop-
erty in all its show-house glory will remember that taste of glamour

and excitement in the midst of economic uncertainty. mm
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In developing the look for the living room (left), designer Ann Henderson sought to balance

elegance and formality with the needs of a large, fun-loving family. In the kitchen (below),

Henderson softened and updated the original lines of the room with fabrics (and tiles from

Trikeenan) in various earth tones.

RESOURCES

ACCENT & DESIGN

Anne Cowenhoven

164 York Street * York, ME 03909
(207) 363-7949
acu‘nlclcsigmminc-.(:nm

ANN HENDERSON INTERIORS

Ann Henderson

16 West Street = Keene, NH 03431
357-7680  ahinteriors.com

BARTLETT DESIGN ASSOCIATES
Sue EFrickson Bartlett and

Julia Elizabeth Dias

30 South Main Street
Concord, NH 03301

226-6688 ¢ bartlettdesign.net

CHESTERFIELD INTERIORS
Oliver Mousseau

132 Monadnock Highway
Swanzey, NH (03446

352-3349 « chesterfieldinteriors.com

COLOR BY DESIGN

Maureen Selby

92 Arch Street = Keene, NH 03431
852-0879
beautifullydesignedrooms.com

CONCRETE DETAIL

Rich Holschuh

74 Cotton Mill Hill A132
Brattleboro, VT 05301

(802) 257-4039 » concretedetail.com

CREATIVE TILE INSTALLATIONS
Heather Stockwell

P.O). Box 211 » Dublin, NH 03444
563-8499

DAYS GONE BY INTERIORS

Lorraine Casinghino

P.O. Box 78 * Royalston, MA 01368
(978) 249-5151
lorraine.casi@gmail.com
DISTINCTIVE ILLUSIONARY
FINISHES & MURALS

Cathy Friel

272 Knowles Pond Road
Northheld, NH 03276 = 286-2182

cafriel@metrocast net

HELEN PRINCIPIO INTERIOR DESIGN
Helen Principio

15-302 Mountain Laurels Drive
Nashua, NH 03062 = 930-6786

INTERIORS WITH PROVENANCE
Deborah Gott

114 Elm Street = Amesbury, MA 01913
(978) 388-2732
interiorswithprovenance.com

LAUREN WALIER INTERIOR DESIGN
57 Bradford Road * Keene, NH (13431
352-7950 » laurenww@ne.rr.com

LOUISE CLAYTON INTERIOR DESIGN
P.O. Box 48 » Harnisville, NH 03450

827-3939 » lvclayton@myfairpoint.net

NORTH ACRES STUDIO

Holly Alderman

Jatfrey, NH 03452 = 532-4116
AldermanArts.com

OLIVE KIDS

Anita and Russell Brandwein
45 Thatcher Road
Marlborough, NH 03455
876-4696 * olivekids.com

SIMPSON LANDSCAPING
Chuck Simpson

Dublin, NH 03444 * 563-8229
simpsonlandscape.com

STERLING & KNIGHT
Cathy Bosworth

129 Court Street
Keene, NH 03431
903-1112
sterlingandknight.com

STORE & STYLE

Susan Shah

337 Old Dublin Road
Peterborough, NH 03458

(617) 448-1653 * storeandstyle.com

SUSAN LENAGHAN DESIGN
25 Oak Hill Drive
Ambherst, NH 03031 = 672-2201

THE BRICK TILE HOUSE CO. INC.
John Toepfer

411 Winchester Street

Keene, NH (03431

357-28584 » brickhousetiles.com

TRIKEENAN TILEWORKS

Kristen and Stephen Powers

5 Main Street * Keene, NH (03431
355-2961 = trikeenan.com

VIDEOPERFUME

Joey Morgan

65 Highlawn Road

Brattleboro, VT (05301

(802) 384-1618 * dreamlab.org

WITHINGTON AUCTION HOUSE
Marcia and Larry Leizure

17 Atwood Road

Hillsborough, NH 03244

478-3232 * withingtonauction.com




